Senior Competition Information

Senior Audition (ages 11 & up at the time of auditions)

TAP / JAZZ / BALLET / LYRICAL / CONTEMPORARY/HIP HOP

Sunday, May 23rd, 2010

The Seniors  will also have the option to audition for Xtreme team which includes all age groups and the Production Company Hip hop / Jazz routines.
 Upon making the senior line they will be required to compete in at least two routines. 
Please check website for audition times.

Cost $15.00 audition fee (non –refundable)
Summer Class Requirements 

60 minute Senior Competition Class

Two Ballet Classes at your level or below.

*If your dancer is on pointe they are required to take one additional lower ballet class in their pointe.shoes

One Hour – Lyrical or Modern

One Hour – Jazz or Stretch & Tone

Four Weekend Rehearsals (July 11th, July 25th, August 1st and August 15th)

Fall Class Requirements  
Senior Competition Class 

Two Ballet Classes at your level or below. 

*If your dancer is on pointe they are required to take one additional lower ballet class in their pointe shoes

One Hour – Lyrical 

One Hour - Modern

One Hour – Jazz
Ballet Leveling

Entering students need to take a placement class to determine their Ballet level.  Each spring levels will be re-evaluated, though students who show significant change in level may be moved up or down at any time throughout the year determined by the Ballet Teacher.  In addition to the required ballet classes at Elite, students may take additional ballet classes at another studio that has been approved by the director so long as it does not conflict with any other class requirement. If your dancer is on pointe they are required to take an additional lower level ballet class in pointe shoes weekly. 

Costs 

· $350.00 Production Company participation fee - This fee will be due NO LATER than June 18th, 2010.  If this payment is not received, your dancer will not be permitted to participate.  $250.00 will be the participation fee and $100 will go toward your last costume payment.
· $90-$130 Costume fee per routine (not including tights and shoes)

· $145.00 Team Sweats (This fee only applies if you do not already own team sweats).

· $200.00 Travel (This is an estimate of travel for conventions and competitions).

· $$ Monthly Tuition

· $$ Props (In some routines props are used, this will be an additional cost).

· $$ BLING (Elite LOVES to sparkle.  Please plan on having an additional $20 - $40 for bling on shoes, etc.)

· $$ Competition Fees (These fees will vary for each competition, but normally range from $30- $45 per dancer per routine.)                                                                                                                                                                                               *All Competition fee payments will be due FIVE weeks prior to event. 

· $100-$300 choreography fee (per routine for outside choreographer)

· $15.00 additional fee for our ballet teacher

· A $10.00 Production Company fee will be added to all competition invoices and a $20.00 Production Company fee will be added the convention invoices.  

· In addition to your monthly tuition, we will be collecting a $10 monthly production company fee for large team members and a $20 per month production company fee for dancers on small teams.  
Choreography Fee 

Choreography fees will vary depending on the choreographer

Rehearsal Dates  

July 9th - July 11th Tre Holloway is choreographing the production company hip hop routine. If your dancer is unable to attend these three days, please do not have them audition for this routine.
August 15th - August 18th Cheryl Copeland is choreographing a contemporary routine and a production company character jazz routine. If your dancer can't make these dates, they will not be able to participate.

Adam Peterson and Cindy Salgado's dates will be set at a later date

The two weekends before each competition we will have additional rehearsals.  Please keep these days available.  We will set times at a later date.

Rehearsal Fees 

For each additional rehearsal outside of their regular class time we will have a fee due on that day directly to the teaching running the rehearsal.  The fee will be $10 per dancer the first hour and $5.00 for every hour there after.  

PARENT PARTICIPATION in Team Fundraisers  

Full parent participation is required in the Pasta Palooza and Fireworks fundraisers hosted by Elk Grove Youth Dance, Inc.  Each parent is required to work two (2 hour) shifts the week of our Firework booth. Failure to participate will jeopardize your dancer’s position on the team and will forfeit monetary benefits from our fundraisers. 

COMMUNITY SERVICE REQUIREMENTS

All dancers 12 years of age and up (at time of applicable session) are required to participate in one session of SNAP for Elk Grove Youth Dance, Inc. as a part of their participation on the Elite Production Company.  In addition,  all dancers will be required to work two babysitting ( 2 hours each shift) shifts the week the fireworks are being sold.  

FUNDRAISERS

Pasta Palooza

Firework booth 

Costume / Competition Payments 

A payment schedule will be passed out at the beginning of the Fall session.

Competition Dates 
Co Dance (Sacramento) 

NYCDA (San jose) 

West Coast (San Francisco)

Headliners 

Rainbow 

MASTER CLASSES 

We will make an effort to schedule all Master classes for Friday, Sunday and Monday evenings.  Our master class teachers have extremely hectic schedules; however I will try to set these dates at least one month in advance.  All Master classes are mandatory and will be billed across the board regardless of their attendance. 

CONVENTIONS

All senior dancers MUST attend both Co Dance (Sacramento) and NYCDA (San Jose).  West Coast and any additional conventions will be optional for the senior dancers.  At every convention, it is mandatory for all dancers to audition and stay through the end of the showcase on the second day.  It is valuable for the dancers to go through the audition process, and also important for them to support their other team members as well as be enriched by the full experience.
PAYMENT PLAN 

Please note there are multiple payments due in the months of September - January and we strongly suggest you make additional payments with your monthly tuition beginning in June to offset future costs.  No late payments will be accepted this year.  Failure to make payments on time will result in your dancer not being able to participate in competitions and conventions. 

Solos 

1 All soloists will be allowed to participate in both Regional competitions (Rainbow & Headliners). 

2 Due to the limited number of soloists allowed to compete at convention, the soloists will be allowed to compete at dance conventions based on certain criteria including but not limited to attendance, positive attitude, performance quality, etc. 

3 A soloist’s first priority should be their group routines.  If rehearsals are missed for group routines their consequence would be to forfeit their solo. 

4 Financial Requirements –Approx. $1000.00    (entry fees, costume, choreography fees, rehearsal fees, etc.)               

5 Entry fees for soloists are non-refundable.  If the artistic directors do not believe the soloist is prepared for the competition, they will not be allowed to compete their solo regardless of the fees paid in advance.

ATTENDANCE POLICY  

Class Attendance Policy

Excused class absences– An excused absence is one that has been approved by the director(s) prior to the class, except for in the event of an emergency (such as death, hospitalization, car accidents, etc.). Upon missing any classes, it is up to the dancer to find out what he/she missed.  

Unexcused absences – An unexcused absence is when the director has not received any prior notice that he/she will not be attending.    

*All unexcused absences MUST be made up within two weeks of the missed class.  

Rehearsal Attendance Policy
Excused rehearsal absences- An excused absence is one that has been approved by the director(s) prior to the rehearsal, except for in the event of an emergency (such as death, hospitalization, car accidents, etc.). Upon missing any rehearsal, it is up to the dancer to find out what he/she missed prior to the next rehearsal.

* Should a dancer request more than two excused absences, it MUST be discussed with the director. 

Unexcused absences- An unexcused absence is when the director has not received any prior notice that he/she will not be attending rehearsal.   Your dancer will be automatically put on probation and possibly removed from that routine.  Unexcused absences are extremely detrimental to the progress of the piece and are highly discouraged.  

The two weekends before competition or convention must be left open for rehearsals.  Any absence the week prior to a performance or competition may automatically result in removal from the upcoming performance and /or the routine(s) entirely. 

No money will be refunded if a dancer is removed from a routine.

DANCERS BEHAVIOR

All competitive dancers are expected to behave in a polite and respectful way towards teachers and fellow dancers.  Dancers should work to the fullest of their potential at all times.  If any teacher feels there has been inappropriate behavior, one warning will be given to the dancer and parent.  If it happens a second time, your dancer is subject to suspension and/or removal from the team. 

If for any reason your dancer is removed from a team(s), you will NOT receive a refund for any costs up to date.  


ONLINE BEHAVIOR
Appropriate behavior is also expected on the internet, including but not limited to Facebook, Myspace, e-mails, etc.  Any negative comments of any kind, especially ones written about team members and Artistic Directors will not be tolerated and will subject all involved to suspension and/or removal from the team.

PHOTOGRAPHY COPYRIGHT
Following with US Copyright law, all photographs taken of your dancer by Capture Zmuda Photography or any other professional service is copyrighted.  Reproduction of images of any kind albeit digital (displaying on Facebook or Myspace) or print without express permission of Capture Zmuda Photography is strictly prohibited and is subject to fines and potential refusal of future services.  Obtaining reproduction rights to a photograph can be done by contacting Capture Zmuda Photography and paying a reproduction fee that begins at $300.  Purchasing a print of a picture does NOT grant reproduction rights.    

PRIVACY POLICY

We respect privacy issues and it is our policy that any decision about a dancer will not be shared with persons other than those directly involved.  We will not entertain discussions regarding someone else’s child.

ARTISTIC DIRECTORS

By participating in the production company, dancers and parents must respect the decisions made by the artistic directors and agree to uphold all decisions made.  The directors of this program are highly qualified to make these decisions based on many years of experience and training in the industry.  We make decisions with the best interests of the dancer in mind.  All decisions are made at the discretion of the directors, and we reserve the right to make changes to those decisions at any point in time.

If you have any issues to discuss, please do not try and talk to the teachers before or after class. You may email them to request a meeting time at the emails listed below:  Jen Zmuda - Jen@elitestudioofdance.biz; Heather Matsumoto - Heather@elitestudioofdance.biz; 
Allison Evans – Allison@elitestudioofdance.biz 

Allison Evans – Director 

Heather Matsumoto – Assistant Director 

Jen Zmuda - Assistant Director

Elite Studio of Dance,  Inc.

www.elitestudioodance.biz
